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This will be the story of a prophet who miraculously healed an Aramarite general from having

leprosy. In this haftora we learn that there was a seven year drought in the land of Israel. Elisha

had a plethora of students and at this time food was pretty scarce. One day a man appeared in

Eli shads home gi vi ecgivet 20doavpsroftbpeddeand a Bakckiokghaia. Elisha

wanted to share this with about a hundred different students. At first there was some concern

about the amount of loaves being able to feed the giant amount of people. Elisha decided this
trainofthought wasndét ridght abedausidoGeat and | eave over
was plenty of food for all of them, in fact there
there were many attacks from the nation known as Aram and it was very close to Israel. There

were routinely attack and terrorize the state of Israel. The general of the Aramite army was

Naaman. He got sick with the disease of leprosy. The verse tells us: that Naaman was eminent

and Awel | honoredo i n hi dthahtirongh hin &Gd granteg victodyto was b e
the Aram. Naaman was held in high esteem by the King and his people. Our sages tell us that it

was Naaman himself who unknowingly managed to fatally wound Ahab, who was King of

Israel.

According to a midrashic opinion, Naaaman had an excessive amount of arrogance and pride

and therefore he got sick with leprosy. The wife of Naaman was a Jewish girl that was a

servant. She advised him to seek the assistance of the prophet in Samaria. The son of the King

oflsrael, Jehoram didndét believe that the prophet EI i s
really believed that the king of Aram was looking for another excuse to attack the people of

Israel. Jehoram was just like his father following in the path of popular pagan culture at the time.

Some say that Jehoram either never heard of the prophet Elisha or was too embarrassed to

meet up with him in person due to his shameful conduct. When the prophet Elisha heard of the

kingbs distress he st at e dewilfs¢edhntthbre isma pcophetén t o me no
|l srael . d Naaman rode on his horse to EHlsghasema ophet
message to Naaman that he should immerse himself into the Jordan River. Naaman was
expecting Elisha to meethiminperson and give him an actual bl essin
Naaman was fuming. Elisha could tell that Naamand
Naamandés own people tried persuading him to go im
the water and then Elisha met with him in person.

Naaman tried giving the lavish gift to Elisha who flat out refused to accept it. Even though

Naaman stated he believed firmly in G-d he was asking Elisha to take a part of the land of Israel

for himself. tturnedout t hat he was doing this so he could c
of view is very clear: the land of Israel can only be used to possess a special sanctity or be

conducive only towards doing anything for G-d. At some point Naaman realized his mistake of

wanting to commit idolatry. He asked G-d in advance for forgiveness. Elisha listened to

everything Naaman had to say and before going separate ways he told him to go in peace.

During any requests that Naaman made, Elisha stayed silent and there are no resources with

explanations about this. Some people assume that ambiguity and silence were the best

responses the prophet Elisha could give someone like Naaman.
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